
 As most of you know, the 

past two Prairie Edger articles I 

wrote had to do with the Re-

newal Journey that we began 

last fall … and that journey con-

tinues!  However, as the title of 

this short article makes clear, 

this is my last Prairie Edger arti-

cle as the Pastor of Prairie Edge 

Christian Reformed Church.  So, 

even though there is still renew-

al stuff to talk about, I’ve decid-

ed to use this space differently.   

 As this is my last Prairie Edg-

er article, I took the opportunity 

to look back at my first Prairie 

Edger article – all the way back 

to November of 1998.  I had on-

ly been “on the job” for a couple 

of months.  I was still most cer-

tainly getting my feet wet, as it 

were.  My first article was enti-

tled “It’s the Most Wonderful 

Time of the Year,” even as we 

were anticipating entering the 

Advent season.  I pointed out 

the joy of being able to spend 
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four Sundays before Christmas 

Day to really get ourselves ready 

to celebrate the coming of the 

Christ, the Son of God in the flesh 

– the reason for all the rejoicing.  

 That little glance back made 

me glad.  Not because the words 

were wonderful or the article was 

amazing, but because the center 

of my thoughts were on Jesus.  

And even as I’ve had the chance 

to peruse the other Prairie Edger 

articles I’ve penned (yes, I have 

them all!) and to ponder the 

plethora of messages I’ve 

preached, they all, in one way or 

the other, were focused on Jesus.  

I’m glad for that, because if 

there’s one thing I’ve wanted to 

convey in the course of my minis-

try – both in word and in action – 

is that it’s all about Jesus! 

 Now, that said, I know I have-

n’t always lived up to that stand-

ard.  There have been times when 

I’ve made it more about me than 

about Jesus.  And for those times, 

I sincerely apologize – and I’m so 

grateful for God’s grace and for-

giveness.  We all need that; myself 

included!  And even despite my-

self, God has still chosen to bless 

this congregation, for which I am 

deeply humbled – and filled with 

hope:  God will continue to bless 

this congregation – not because of 

whoever it is that fills the pulpit 

and not even because of those 

who fill the pews, but because of 

who He is – a good and gracious 

God, full of faithfulness and lavish 

with love.   

 I’d like to close this article – 

my last article – with the words 

I’ve ended so many worship ser-

vices with.  Please take these 

words into your heart:  “May the 

love of God the Father, the grace 

of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 

fellowship and power of the Holy 

Spirit, be with each one of you, 

now and forevermore.  Amen!” 
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Council Corner  

by Andrew Glerum, Council President 

     As we look to the end of our first quarter of this new year, and the start of the next quarter it is hard to put 

into words the thoughts that run through our heads. 

     At the end of 2018 we said goodbye to Josh our youth director, and Jay our president of council.  We also 

now face saying goodbye to Phil Kok and his family.  They will be greatly missed, but we know that God has a 

plan for their future as well as ours.  I had heard a long time ago “we don’t have problems only opportunities”.  

Despite what some people think, I think this statement sums up Prairie Edge perfectly.  We have opportunities 

to let our faith and God take over, and already we have seen that in big ways. 

     Prairie Edge is a community of faithful believers.  The members of this church continue to step up and step 

out into faith and action.  We have volunteers that have stepped up to lead and to continue: 

  Vacation Bible School 

  Wild Game Dinner 

  Renewal Lab 

  Small Group Ministry 

  Praise Team 

  Youth Group 

  Youth Director Search Committee 

  Not to mention the donations that have come in for things like a mission trip to West Virginia and  

      the new sign we see out front. 

     As a council we are pursuing the option of an interim pastor.  We had a great opportunity to meet one po-

tential individual that is also a STM “Specialized Transition Minister” that could provide support and guidance 

for us while we search for Pastor Phil’s replacement as well as have some experience to help us finish our 

journey through the renewal lab.  Council will continue to seek out individuals to find the best fit for our 

church. 

     Additionally, council has taken steps to prepare for the future.  We have chosen, out of our current council 

members, who will take over the lead positions on council for next year.   

     We would like to ask for your continued prayers for guidance and wisdom.  On behalf of council we very 

sincerely want to say THANK YOU to the entire congregation for the support and prayers. We also want to say 

THANK YOU to all of the many people that continue to serve in Sunday school, Children’s worship, Gems, Ca-

dets, fellowship, Bible studies, small group, and all the other areas of our church.  Thank you to Pastor Bill, 

Trudy, Tom and Becky for your continued efforts every day.   God is at work in our church in a big way!        
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     As a congregation we often talk 

about generations and how im-

portant it is to include all.  God 

works in mysterious ways.  As part 

of the renewal lab reading we 

were encouraged to read parts of 

Acts.  As a coffee break group we 

have been studying Acts for the 

last year.  Do you know what our 

4th/5th graders are currently study-

ing in Sunday school?  You guessed 

it, Acts.  Emily Glerum and I were 

catching up this week and realized 

that not only is Coffee Break and 

4th/5th grade Sunday school both 

studying Acts and Paul but we are 

studying the same passages the 

same week.  Crazy coincidence?  I 

think not!  Emily and I shared some 

of the wondering and “ah ha” mo-

ments that we have been a part of 

during our respective studies.   

     Did you know when Paul was 

shipwrecked on the way to Rome 

as a prisoner that there was 276 

people on board his ship?  Did you 

G e n e r a t i o n s  b y  R i t a  B r o e k e m a  

ever wonder what the inhabitants 

of the island that those 276 people 

swam to thought when that many 

people (sailors, soldiers, and pris-

oners – people of all walks of life) 

showed up?  Have you thought 

about who or what God used to 

protect Paul and the spread of the 

gospel?  Did anyone at the time in 

the Roman government realize 

that they were being used by God? 

How did Paul always seem to gain 

access to big crowds in big arenas 

of life?  How did Paul seem to be 

able to always find the right words 

to relate to whatever audience 

God placed him in front of?   

     I could share pages of all the 

things that our groups have won-

dered about and learned as we 

have studied Acts but there isn’t 

room or time.  My goal is to re-

mind you that as a body of Christ 

we need to make sure to not miss 

the many opportunities that we 

have to enrich our relationship not 

only with our Lord and Savior but 

with each other.  Matthew 18:20 

promises us “Where two or three 

are gathered in my name, there am 

I in the midst of them.”  Join some-

thing, anything and start growing 

together.  Talk to someone who 

belongs to something that you 

don’t.  I was so encouraged to 

learn from Emily that my 4th/5th 

grade friends are studying the 

same thing I am.  They are wonder-

ing the same things I am.  Ask a 

cadet what their theme is for this 

year.  Volleyball anyone?  The 

youth retreat was this weekend, 

ask someone who participated the 

coolest part of the weekend.  In-

vest some time and grow your “C” 

and “D” of our ABC’s of Hospitality 

challenge; you won’t be sorry. 

PS – Coffee Break meets every 

Tuesday night from 7-8:30, all 

women are welcome!  We are 

starting a six week study of Easter 

on March 5.  Let me know if you 

are interested in joining us.  

“In the shadow of my hurt,  

forgiveness feels like a decision to reward my enemy. 

But in the shadow of the cross,  

forgiveness is merely a gift  

from one undeserving soul to another.” 

~Andy Stanley~ 



G a r a g e  s a l e  c o m i n g  s o o n !  

b y  K i m  &  K e v i n  V l i e t s t r a  

The annual garage sale sponsored by 

the Christian Education Families will 

be the week of March 11. We will 

begin accepting your donations on 

Monday, March 11. The sale will be 

Friday, March 15 from 9 am - 6 pm 

and Saturday, March 16 from 8am - 

noon.   

Donations (receipts will be provided) 

of items are what make the sale pos-

sible. So let us help you begin your 

spring cleaning. We will assist you 

when dropping of your donations or 

we also offer to pick-up items from 

your home. We except many items 

such as household 

items, craft items, chil-

dren toys, clothes, 

books, furniture, and 

much more. 

 The second way you 

can support the sale is 

to let those around you 

know about it. Men-

tioning it to family, 

friends and neighbors 

would be very helpful. Whether they 

may have items to donate or would 

want to come and shop. The more 

items to sell and the more buyers 

the better.  

For the last several weeks, our Renewal Lab team has been sharing the ABCs of hospitality: Awareness, Boldness, Con-

versation, Develop Friendship and Enfold into Faith/Faith Family. The ABCs have challenged us to think outside our-

selves – to “warmly and generously receive guests, visitors and strangers.” To “be willing to approach others” and 

“share with others about Jesus.” 

On Maundy Thursday, April 18, we’ve got a terrific opportunity for you to put the ABCs into practice: our Christian 

Seder Meal.  Along with kicking off our celebrations of Easter, the Seder is a time to remember the Passover night 

when God received the Children of Israel from slavery in Egypt. We follow the order of a typical Jewish Passover Se-

der – reminding us of the important story of the Exodus. This includes blessings, the pouring of the cup and ritual 

questions about the meaning of the event. 

Jesus initiated the Sacrament of the Eucharist during the Last Supper when he was celebrating the Passover Meal with 

his disciples.  We will eat the symbolic, traditional foods which include unleavened bread and bitter herbs – the bread 

symbolizing the haste with which the Israelites left Egypt and the herbs symbolizing the bitterness of slavery. And ulti-

mately, we will see how Jesus, the Lamb of God, is the fulfillment of the Passover Lamb – which we remember again 

with reverence on Good Friday, the day after our Seder meal. 

This is a FAMILY celebration for all ages, which includes a delicious meal.  Our menu in-

cludes chicken, lamb, potatoes and more.  The Seder will begin at 6:30 pm in the Activity 

Center.  Sign-up sheets are now available on the Information Table downstairs. 

We look forward to seeing you there – along with someone Christ has laid on your heart 

to invite to join us.  Please see me or Jason if you have any questions. 

Seder meal by Stephanie Slingerland 

Please contact Kevin or Kim 

Vlietstra with any questions 

We are looking forward to filling 

the gym once again with all your 

treasure's! 



#5 Singing!  If you’ve ever wondered what that 

thumping noise is during coffee after church, it is our 

kids singing and dancing and praising God!  We sing 

old favorites like “Jesus Loves Me” 

and “He’s Got the Whole World in 

His Hands”, and we sing new favor-

ites like “Fruit of the Spirit Cheer” 

and “My God Is So Big”.  The songs 

have lots of motions and actions so 

we can get the wiggles out and be 

ready to learn more about the Bible 

during class time.  Even on days 

when kids are looking forward to special lunches with 

grandparents, right after church, many of them beg 

their parents to at least let them stay through our 

singing time! 

#4   Special Stuff!   Everyone 

loves special events and cel-

ebrations, and Sunday 

School has lots to celebrate.  

We get to put on a great Christmas musical every year 

that helps to remind everyone that the real reason 

we celebrate Christmas is the birth of our Savior.  

Every month, we celebrate and bless every child who 

has a birthday.  We get to help lead our congregation 

in praise and worship when we bring in the palms on 

Palm Sunday.  This spring, the 2nd - 5th graders are 

working on ringing hand bells for a song on Easter 

Sunday.  And who can forget our end of the year Sun-

dae Sunday?  That’s our finale when we sing, cele-

brate how we have helped spread 

the Good News through our Sun-

day School offerings (ask a child 

what we are doing this year!), and 

eat ice cream sundaes! 

#3 Teachers!  Sunday 

School just wouldn’t 

happen if it weren’t for 

our wonderful teachers!  

Every week, these men 

and women prepare their lessons and lead our chil-

dren in learning more about God’s Word.  Teachers 

help their students to start to see their own place 

in God’s continuing story. They pray with our kids. 

They pray for our kids.  I am constantly amazed at 

the faithfulness of our teachers, both in Sunday 

School (K-8) and in Catechism (9-12).  They are al-

ways there, and they truly care for our kids! 

#2 Kids!  What 

else do I need to 

say?  We love our 

kids!  They are 

both the future of the church and a part of the 

church right now.  For example, John Izenbaard has 

been teaching Kadin Vlietstra to run the sound 

booth, and Kadin has in turn been letting David 

Glerum help him do sound while we sing before 

Sunday School (all under John’s watchful eye, of 

course!).  These boys are putting the talents they 

have to use with the leading and guiding of the 

church community.  What a blessing this is!   

#1  The Bible!  We have been 

using the Dwell series by 

Faith Alive for two years 

now, and it is a wonderful 

walk through the whole Bible.  You really should 

stop by a classroom and take a peek on the walls to 

see what Bible events each grade is learning about 

this year.  It is even better if you have a Sunday 

School kid with you because it is amazing how well 

they can explain each story card on the walls!   

Five Great Things about Sunday School 

By Heather VanDyke 



 

              

 

 

I wanted to let you know about the Warrior program here at Prairie Edge.  A warrior 

is an adult paired up with a youth in Middle school or High School.  The adult prays 

for the youth and is there for the youth to encourage them.  If the Youth has a spe-

cial prayer request, they can let the Warrior know.  The Warrior Event helps them bond 

and get to know each other and just have some fun! 

We had a great time at our Warrior Event on Saturday, January 26th.  Praise God we had 

great sunshine weather, despite the cold.  We had about 30 adults and kids driving 

around Portage doing a Scavenger Hunt.  For the scavenger hunt, the warrior was paired 

up with youth and they were given a list of clues to solve that led them to a place, per-

son, or item.    Once the group solved the clue, they had to take a picture, “selfie” of the 

person, place or item and return to church.  Some of the clues were: “Selfie with Sandy” 

or “Selfie with Mary Poppins” or “Selfie in a phone booth” and another great one “Selfie 

with as many people in a standard 5 seat car”. They also had to find a few church mem-

bers: “Selfie with Jim”. We found out that the Phone booths were torn down in Portage, 

so some got creative with this.  Another great picture of 8 people in a car with the doors shut.  And the best was, 

Pastor Bill and his warrior, snuck into Celebration Cinema and got a picture of Mary Poppins playing in the Theatre 

and never got caught.   

I believe we had many great laughs and just having a great time 

spending time together.  

We will have more youth coming in youth group in the fall, please 

prayerfully consider being a warrior. 

 

  

Warrior event by Cheryl Yonkers 

 



This year the Cadet theme was “Be 

a Blessing.” 

Once again we started our Cadet 

year with the boys building their 

derby cars. Then we had our Christ-

mas party were the Dad joined us as 

they raced their cars and ate pizza. 

This year David Glerum had the fast-

est car and Jake Bonnema won the 

best of show. Fun was had by all. 

 

We also took a Saturday morning in 

November and took the boys out to 

some members of our congregation 

to clean up the leaves in their yards, 

so the boys could be a blessing. 

The annual Kalamazoo Cadet coun-

cil Snow Derby was held on Febru-

ary 9. We had a beautiful day with a 

dusting of snow on the ground.  The 

Snow Derby was to take place on 

the prior Saturday but, it was re-

scheduled due to extreme cold tem-

peratures! Only in Michigan! 

 

We had 7 boys  who came out for 

the snow derby. We had one team 

this year. All together there were 9 

teams that participated. The boys 

all worked together! We only had 

one cadet meeting to prepare this 

year but regardless, they went out 

and did a wonderful job. We were 

proud of them. Congratulations 

boys! 

 

After the competition, the boys 

gathered in the building for lunch. 

Hot dogs are provided and the boys 

each bring a can of soup, which is all 

put into one pan. 

Also, this year we will have the Kala-

mazoo Cadet Council swim night on 

March 6 at Western Michigan Uni-

versity. The boys always have a 

good time  swimming with many of 

their friends from the other Cadet 

clubs. 

 

The annual fertilizer and landscape 

supply sale will begin this month. 

Order forms will be placed in your 

church mailboxes soon. We will be 

partnering with Farm 

and Garden to furnish 

the landscape supplies. 

The Cadets will deliver 

your orders to your 

home on April 13.  

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your support of the 

Cadet program, as we help these 

boys to grow spiritually and in all 

areas of life - devotionally, mentally, 

physically and socially. 

Cadets—”Be a Blessing” by Kevin Vlietstra 



Gems—Girls everywhere meeting the savior by Heather VanDyke 

Gems— by Kate VanDyke 

The GEMS group at Prairie Edge meets twice a month.  

Our GEMS leader is Emily Glerum, assisted by Beth 

DeBoer, Theresa Forton, Heather VanDyke, and our 

junior counselor Savannah.  We are really glad to have 

Savannah with us as a high school freshman after 

spending many years with us as a GEMS girl. She helps 

out a lot, especially with crafts.  At our first meeting in 

the fall, we designed our t-shirts to reflect this year’s 

theme BLESSED!  The focus of all of our time together 

with the girls is drawing close to our Savior, Jesus.  We 

spend time talking about this as well as spending time 

sharing how we are actually doing this.  We also dis-

cuss how our lives as well as our words can point peo-

ple to Jesus.  It is a great bunch of girls!   

GEMS is really fun.  We meet two Wednesdays a 

month, usually every other week, except for snow 

days.  First we have free time in the gym to play games 

until all the girls have come.  Then we split into groups.  

There are usually three groups of about 5-6 girls in 

each group.  Two of the groups go to Snack and Chat.  

There we have a lesson and we have a snack.  The oth-

er group goes and does a craft.  Miss Emily always has 

the best ideas for crafts!  First we made our theme 

shirts for this year.  Our theme is “Blessed!”  We made 

stars at Christmas out of all sorts of leftover wood 

pieces and materials.  We all had different ideas for 

how we are going to do our crafts, so they all look 

different. At Christmas we had a party, and we all got 

Nerf guns!  We had a bunch of games with different 

targets that we had to try and hit.  My favorite was the 

box target because my Nerf dart went right through 

the paper!   Swim night was in February.  At swim night 

there are a lot of girls because it is Swim Night for all 

the GEMS groups around Kalamazoo.  We swim at 

WMU.   There are two obstacle courses, and if you 

pass the swim test for your wristband, you can jump 

off the high dive in the deep end.  We are very fortu-

nate to have a GEMS group.   



Hospitality= “the friendly and generous reception and 

entertainment of guests, visitors, or strangers.” 

Fellowship= “friendly association, especially with peo-

ple who share one's interests.” 

With the weekly reminders in the bulletin about the 

ABC’s of hospitality I got to thinking is fellowship real-

ly what our committee should be called or should we 

be the hospitality committee?  

Yes, our committee makes sure there is coffee and 

cookies after morning worship so our church family 

can fellowship together, to catch up after not seeing 

each other for a week or to get to know someone a 

little bit better.  But that’s not all we do. 

Our committee brings ladies young and old together 

to enjoy snacks, games and fellowship, as we cele-

brate with soon to be brides and with those who will 

be mothers for the first time, giving support love and 

encouragement as they enter a new stage in life. 

We provide a light lunch after funeral services so fam-

ily and friends can fellowship and celebrate the life of 

their family member who has gone on to be with their 

heavenly father.   

But there’s more we would like to do and we need 

you to help. 

Who doesn’t like cake? Or at least frosting?  We want 

to celebrate the special milestones in our Prairie Edge 

families lives with cake. If you are celebrating a birth-

day of 90 years or greater or a wedding anniversary of 

60 years or greater PLEASE let Becky Cook (the red 

head) or any committee member know. We want to 

rejoice with you and we don’t want to miss anyone. 

We also look forward to celebrating with those who 

make profession of faith to “welcome them to the 

full life of the churches fellowship.” 

So if you are celebrating any of these events be pre-

pared to get your picture taken and eat cake! 

So you see my dilemma. Should we be the fellowship 

committee or the hospitality committee? Or maybe 

we should just put hospitality in our fellowship.  

If you have the answer and want to join the com-

mittee we would love to have you. We could always 

use a fresh perspective on what we currently do and 

find ways to add to them or do them better.   

Which reminds me we now have tea and hot choco-

late available as a hot alternative to coffee. I just ask 

that the hot chocolate remains in the activity center. 

Thanks again to my amazing committee members 

Linda Ryder, Wendy Robbert, Cheryl Yonkers, Val 

Martin, Debbie VanDerWoude and 

_______________. See, there is room for you too! 

The hospitality of Fellowship  

by Becky Cook 

Happy 90th, Micki! 



Roar!” VBS—June 24-28  

by Kara VanderKamp 
 

Get ready for the adventure of a lifetime at “Roar!” Vacation Bible School 

this June 24-28!  Every day kids will learn how even when life is wild, God 

is good! Each evening will be filled with singing, snacks, games, explora-

tion, and learning about God. So, mark your calendars and invite your 

friends to what is sure to be the mane event at church this summer!  

 

Also think about how YOU can be a part of “Roar!” We can’t put on such 

an epic event without some help. Volunteers are needed for many differ-

ent roles, so there is sure to be one that is right for you! Even if you can 

come only one evening or only help for part of the night’s fun, we can 

still use you! If you are unable to help, we can always use donations and 

a list of items needed will be coming soon. Also pray for VBS this year 

and that God will be able to use this for HIs glory.  

 

Sign up sheets will be coming soon, so start thinking about how you can contribute to VBS this year and invite your 

friends to explore God with us this summer!  

 

Some Volunteer Positions Needed: 

 Site leaders 

 Site helpers 

 Registration helpers 

 Greeters 

 Team leaders for various age groups 

 

We thank you for your continued support of this event. It would be impossible to do this without such a wonderful 

congregation volunteering, donating, and praying for VBS.  

 

Contact Amy or Kara VanderKamp with any questions you may have. 



     Hi, my name is Kadin Vlietstra. I 

began collecting pop tabs about 1 

1/2 years ago for a boy named 

Brouwer. He is 6 years old and he 

has been diagnosed with a brain 

tumor. He attends a children's hos-

pital for treatments. While he is 

there his family stays at the Ronald 

McDonald House.  

     This past July I was able to meet 

Brouwer when I turned in over 

3,000 pop tabs. Which over flowed 

their container. I also had my pic-

ture taken with him. 
 

Thank for the many pop tabs that 

were placed in the K Vlietstra mail-

box. 

I would like to continue donating 

pop tabs. 

So, if you can save pop tabs for me 

and continue putting them in the K 

Vlietstra mailbox that would be 

great!  Thank You! 

Pop Tabs for Brouwer by Kadin Vlietstra 

Kadin and Brouwer 

Nursery Needs: 

Within the past few months 2 of our nursery items have broken and the nursery is 
need of safe baby gear.  

 
If you are able to donate a baby floor base jumper,          
excersaucer, or other sit-in equipment it will be greatly ap-
preciated. 
 
Looking ahead we will also need an updated swing and bouncy seat.  
 
Thank you, The Nursery Committee  
(Beth DeBoer, Heather Eshuis, Cherie Schaaf) 

T H E  Y O U T H  D I R E C T O R  S E A R C H  b y  H e a t h e r  E s h u i s  

Some of you may be wondering, "Is 

anyone even looking for a new 

Youth Director for our church?!?" 

The answer is, YES! The Youth Di-

rector Search Committee has been 

formed. (Or as Molly 

VanderWoude so lovingly calls it, 

the "Youth Leader Finder Com-

mittee.") The committee members 

are Dan Kuiper, Emily Glerum, Ben 

Eshuis, Val Martin, Heather Eshuis, 

Christian Cook, Konraad VanDyke, 

David VanderKamp, and Molly 

VanDerWoude.  

The committee has met two times 

and has already had council ap-

prove of the full-time Youth Direc-

tor job description. The job will be 

posted on our website within the 

next month and we will spread the 

word about the job opening 

through The Banner, various Chris-

tian colleges, and other job site 

listings. We hope to begin review-

ing applications in mid-April, with 

interviews to follow.  

The biggest thing we ask for right 

now is prayer: prayer that we as a 

committee and church will clearly 

recognize who God has already 

been preparing to come into this 

role as a part of our church. Pray 

that this person will also clearly 

feel God leading him or her to our 

church, that it be unmistakably 

obvious that this is where God is 

directing them. 

If you have any questions about 

what is happening with the search, 

feel free to talk to any of the com-

mittee members. 



The RL team has been busy over the past 5 months since our first Saturday lab at Calvin Seminary but you may be 

wondering what are we really learning and doing outside of those Saturdays.  We have learned the Renewal Lab pro-

cess is really a journey.  As with a lot of self or corporate self-discoveries it is a journey that we do not have a specific 

“end game” in sight.  Many members of the team are doers and want to know what the “end game” will look like 

but just like many Prairie Edge members, we are trying to accept that this is a process.  As we have all been called 

since the beginning of this process, the renewal lab team also remains in the “listening” phase.  We are constantly 

reminded that listening is not doing anything but focusing on listening from above, listening from within, listening 

from among and listening from outside. 

Some of the listening process has involved gathering information.  We have done that by listening from among dur-

ing the “Night to Remember” event and hosting departmental survey meetings with committees within Prairie Edge.  

We plan to gather more information through the attendance tracking over the next year and from an upcoming 

SWOT analysis survey we will be asking the church to participate in later this Spring.  Listening from outside we have 

examined a Mission Insite report on the neighborhood demographics within a 1 mile radius surrounding Prairie Edge 

and are working on meeting with local community leaders and organizations to learn more about the needs of the 

community and gauge how we may be able to partner with them in the future.  We also continue to listen from the 

outside by reading the U Turn Church.  (Copies available in the church library).  This book has a lot of insight from 

two churches who did a U turn and refocused their churches and ministries on biblical mandates from personal pref-

erences and refocused their call to be more missional in their communities.  We discuss a few chapters of this book 

during our monthly RL meetings and how these churches and their call may be similar or different from Prairie Edge.  

We continue to listen from above and within by participating in congressional readings from Acts and John, learning 

about the ABC’s of Hospitality and trying to put those into practice along with much prayer.  Please continue to join 

us on this listening journey as we work to discern together God’s call to Prairie Edge and our future ministry. 

Renewal lab team update by Sarah Fillar 

Culvers night! 

Come dine at Culvers  on          

Monday, April 15 From 5-8pm! 

Culver's on Westnedge will do-

nate 10% of their sales to the 

Prairie Edge Tuition Assistance 

Fund. Dine-in and drive through 

sales count. If you can't come for 

dinner, stop in for some dessert!  

Concert at Grace CRC 

Free Concert: On Saturday, March 16, at 7pm, 

Grace CRC will be hosting Wendell Kimbrough in 

concert.  Wendell is a singer/songwriter from Ala-

bama who writes songs based on the psalms for 

contemporary worship.  This is a free concert, 

sponsored by Grace, Second, and Heritage CRC’s.  

There will be  a freewill offering at the event to 

defray expenses. 

9316 Oakland Drive Portage, Michigan 49024 
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Web: www.pecrc.org 

Join us for Holy Week Celebrations: 

 Seder Dinner 

 Good Friday Service 

 Easter Sunday Celebration! 
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