
namely, becoming like 

Jesus (cf. Rom. 8:29; 1 

Cor. 15:49; 2 Cor. 3:18).  

In the context of this 

study, it’s about answer-

ing that third over-

arching question:  “Who 

Am I Becoming?” (Be) – 

getting to know the char-

acter of Christ – because 

it’s those virtues that 

need to be cultivated in 

our lives so that, by our 

Father’s grace and the 

Spirit’s power, we can 

more and more become 

like Jesus – not merely 

for our own good, but for 

the good of others. 

 And that’s been the 

whole point.  I hope you 

didn’t miss that.  As in-

triguing and interesting 

as this entire study has 

been, I pray that all of us 

will commit to truly fol-

lowing Jesus – not simp-

ly for the sake of follow-

ing, but following for the 

goal of transformation – 

and ultimately, for the 

purpose of proclamation!   

Do you believe it?  It’s 

already March 2018!  I, 

for one, can scarcely be-

lieve it.  Why is it so 

hard for me to believe 

what month and year it 

is?  Because it was all 

the way back in Novem-

ber 2016 that I formally 

invited all of us to “join 

the journey” of the Be-

lieve campaign – and 

now, in March 2018 – 

specifically March 18 – 

we’re bringing this study 

to a close.  I just simply 

cannot believe that the 

last year and a half has 

gone by that quickly! 

 As we come to the 

close of this campaign, I 

can’t help but wonder 

what impact it has made 

… on me, on you, on this 

church community.  I 

pray that it has made an 

impact.  I know it has on 

me.  By way of reading 

the Scripture included in 

the weekly chapters, as 

well as researching the 

various topics, I have 

come to a renewed ap-

preciation of what it 

means to be a follower 

of Jesus – that I follow 

not just for the sake of 

following, but that I fol-

low for the goal of be-

coming – becoming like 

Jesus.  Following simply 

for the sake of following 

is just answering those 

first two over-arching 

questions:  “What Do I 

Believe?” (Think) and 

“What Should I 

Do?” (Act).  And, sadly, 

that’s where many 

Christians stop.  Now, 

don’t get me wrong, it’s 

extremely important to 

know the content of 

your faith as well as 

what kinds of disciplines 

to actively engage in as a 

Christian.  But if that’s 

where you stop, then 

you haven’t gone far 

enough. 

 You see, finally, be-

ing a Christian is about 

transformation – it’s 

about becoming – 
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S P E C I A L  

P O I N T S  O F  

I N T E R E S T :  

 Thurs, Mar.15, 

7pm, Bridal Shower 

for Breena Burke 

 Friday, Mar. 16, 

7pm Cake, Coffee & 

Comedy Women’s 

Event 

 Thurs, Mar. 29, 

6:30pm, Seder 

Dinner 

 Friday, Mar. 30, 

7pm, Good Friday 

Service 



GREETERS: 

March 4 

   Paul & Amy VanderKamp 

   Mark & Kristin Vermeulen 
 

March 11 

   Scott & Barb VanderMolen 

   Kevin & Kim Vlietstra 
 

March 18 

   Steve & Melissa Baker 

   Greg & Kim Warner 
 

March 25 

    Lee & Sharon Veltkamp 

    Ray & Linda Vlietstra 
 

NURSERY: 
March 4 

   INFANTS:  Scott VanderMolen, Deb Youngblood 

   TODDLERS: Barb VanderMolen, Brian & Drea  

         Youngblood 

   March 11 

   INFANTS:  Teresa Forton, Eric Locker 

   TODDLERS: Tom Forton, Laura Locker 
       

March 18 

   INFANTS:  Robin Olson, David Fillar, Sherry DeHaan 

   TODDLERS: Scott Olson, Sarah Fillar 
    

March 25 

   INFANTS:  Amy VanderKamp, David Zuiderveen 

   TODDLERS: Paul VanderKamp, Amy Daggett, Kenadie Daggett 

Good Friday, March 30 PM:  Amanda & Jason Damsteegt,  Becky Cook 

M a r c h  S c h e d u l e s  
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Small Group Ministry Update  

by Richard Ryan 

Here we are in March and the Small Groups Ministry is 

still continuing at Church and homes. In the summer, 

some of the groups take a break. Give some thought 

about growing your relationship with Christ by joining a 

small group. Not only do you grow in the knowledge of 

God, and building on that relationship, but you get a 

deeper understanding when in a group. With other 

members and friends, hearing their thoughts, percep-

tions and prayer support, it’s a growing experience. It’s 

also a great way to get to know one another and be-

come more involved and supportive in the Church fami-

ly. 

We currently have 5 groups that meet usually monthly, 

covering a multitude of studies. So check it out, find a 

group that interest you by contacting any of the leaders, 

Richard Ryan, Deb Youngblood, Brian VanDerWoude, 

Sarah Fillar, Sara DeVries, this March or call (269-271-

2889), or e-mail (dick_ryan@juno.com). 

Church Garage Sale  

This week begins the 8th  annual garage sale spon-

sored by the Christian Education Families. We will 

begin accepting your donations on Monday, March 5 

and the sale will be Friday, March 9 from 9 am - 7 pm 

and Saturday, March 10 from 8am - noon.   

Donations (receipts will be provided) of items 

are what make the sale possible. So let us help you 

begin your spring cleaning. We will be accepting dona-

tions to be dropped off at church and we also offer to 

pick-up items from your home. We accept many items 

such as household items, craft items, children’s 

toys, clothes, books, furniture, appliances and much 

more. 

 The second way you can support the sale is to let 

those around you know about it. Mentioning it to fam-

ily, friends and neighbors would be very help-

ful. Whether they may have items to donate or would 

want to come and shop. The more items to sell and 

the more buyers the better. Please contact Kevin or 

Kim Vlietstra with any questions. 
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CADETS By Kevin Vlietstra   

 The annual Cadet Snow Derby was held on February 3.  We had 7 boys and 6 leaders/Dads 
who came out for the Snow Derby. All together there were 9 teams represented from all the 
churches. The boys worked very good as a TEAM together and received 201 points out of a 
possible of 205, Which was enough to receive 1st Place! Congratulations! They were tested on 
fire building, first aid, survival skills, cadet landmarks, knots and lashing, gun safety, compass 
reading, and a relay race - sled race. 

 
After the competition the boys gathered in the building for lunch. Hot dogs are provided and 
the boys each bring a can of soup, which is all put into one pan. Which we call Garbage Can Soup. 
 
On March 7 the Kalamazoo Cadet Council will be having a swim night at Western Michigan University. The boys always 
have a good time swimming with many of their friends from the other Cadet clubs. 

 
The annual fertilizer and landscape supply sale will begin this month. Order forms will be placed in your church mail-
boxes soon. We will be partnering with Farm and Garden to furnish the landscape supplies. The Cadets will deliver 
your orders to your home on April 14. 
 
Thank you for your support of the Cadet program. As we help these boys to grow spiritually in all areas of life. 

    

Check out our new online calendar at pecrc.org! 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1  International Stu-

dent Luncheon at 

WMU 

7pm Praise Team 

2 3 

11am Cupery Me-

morial 

4 9:30am Worship  

11am Sunday School 

5:30pm Worship 

6:36pm HSYG 

5 

 

Garage Sale Item 

drop off begins 

6 

 

 

7pm Coffee Break 

Bible Study 

7 8am Men’s Bible 

Study Breakfast 

6pm MSYG 

7pm Elders & Dea-

cons Meetings 

8 

 

 

7pm Praise Team 

Practice 

9 

9am-7pm Garage 

Sale 

10 

8am-12noon Garage 

Sale 

11 9:30am Worship  

11am Sunday School 

5:30pm Worship 

6:36pm HSYG 

12 13 

 

7pm Cadets 

7pm Coffee Break 

7:30pm Volleyball 

14 8am Men’s Bible 

Study Breakfast 

6:30pm GEMS 

7pm Worship Com. 

7pm Outreach Com. 

15 

7pm Bridal Shower 

for Breena Burke 

(Josh Cook) 

7pm Praise Team 

16 

 

7pm Cake, Coffee & 

Comedy Women’s 

Event 

17 

18 9:30am Worship  

11am Sunday School 

5:30pm Worship 

6:36pm HSYG 

19 20 

 

 

7pm Coffee Break 

7:00pm Volleyball 

21 8am Men’s Bible 

Study Breakfast 

6pm MSYG 

7pm Council 

Meeting 

22 

 

 

7pm Praise Team 

Practice 

23 24 

25  

9:30am Worship  

11am Sunday School 

5:30pm Worship 

26 27 

7pm Cadets 

7pm Coffee Break 

7:30pm Volleyball 

28 8am Men’s Bible 

Study Breakfast 

6:30pm GEMS Year 

End Party 

29 

 

6:30pm                         

Seder Dinner 

30 

 

7pm Good Friday 

Service 

31 

x-apple-data-detectors://1


P a g e  4  T h e  P r a i r i e  E d g e r  

Welcome to the Timmermans! 

We welcome to Prairie Edge Mark and Anna Timmerman.   

Mark was born in Holland, MI and raised in Holland.  He attended 

Holland Christian Schools, and then Trinity Christian College.  He 

now works at GreenMark Equipment in Three Rivers. 

Anna was born in Madison, WI and was raised in Waupun, WI.  

She attended Central Wisconsin Christian Schools, and Trinity 

Christian College.  Anna works as a nurse at Bronson Methodist 

Hospital. 

Anna writes:  “Mark and I enjoy kayaking together, traveling and 

playing Pickleball with friends in the area.  We met at Trinity 

Christian College.  One special event coming up in the next few 

months will be the birth of our 1st child! 

Growing up in Christian Reformed church we felt at “home” 

attending Prairie Edge, we love the contemporary & traditional 

style of worship and Pastor Phil and Renae were so inviting when 

we started attending Prairie Edge CRC.” 

Their favorite verse is Ephesians 3: 17b-18:  “And I pray that 

you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp 

how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ.” 

Welcome, Mark and Anna!  We look forward with you to the birth of your baby, and hope to celebrate with 

you at a baby shower in the Activity Center on Thursday, April 5.  We pray that you will be blessed as you wor-

ship here with us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anna & Mark Timmerman 

Showers: When It Rains, It Pours! 

The Fellowship Committee is happy to cel-

ebrate some exciting events with our 

church family!  All ladies and girls are invit-

ed to attend a BRIDAL Shower for Breena 

Burke who is marrying Josh Cook this month!  The 

shower will be held in the Activity Center on Thursday, 

March 15 at 7pm.  Josh & Breena are registered at Tar-

get and Bed, Bath & Beyond.  The committee will again 

do a Group Gift, which anyone is welcome to partici-

pate in.  Donations for the group gift will be collected 

in the Activity Center on Sunday mornings, March 4 

and 11.  Please be sure to sign the card if you want to 

participate!  Any amount you want to give is wel-

come; the Fellowship Committee will do the shop-

ping for the group.  You are also welcome to bring 

your own gift to the shower. 

The Committee is also planning a BABY 

Shower for Anna Timmerman (see sto-

ry above!) on Thursday, April 5 at 7pm.  

Watch your bulletin for collection dates 

for that gift.   

We hope you can attend these happy celebrations 

as we welcome Breena and Anna into our church 

fellowship and celebrate these exciting occasions in 

their lives. 



 

Welcome to Bill Steger as a new member of Prairie Edge.  Bill has been 

worshipping with us for a while, but has recently joined as a member.  

Bill writes the following story about his life to help us get to know him 

better: 

“I was born in the western suburbs of Chicago and am the fourth child 

of Bill and Ann Steger’s family of eight children.  Each brother and sis-

ter are still alive and are scattered from China to Vermont.  Four of us 

have ministries from China, Africa, Westmont, IL, and here in Portage, 

MI.  All of us went to a parochial school in Maywood.  I went to high 

school and played football under scholarship until an injury sidelined 

me for good. 

I came to Michigan to attend WMU in 1965 with a scholarship from the 

then mayor of Chicago, Mayor Daley.  Graduation happened in April of 

1969 and I had decided to attend Graduate School at Western in Biology.  Little did I know what would happen 

next. 

I lucked out and drew a 327 number in the very first lottery drawing for the Vietnam War.  With such a high 

number and coming from a large SS board in Chicago, I did not go to Vietnam.  I met my wife from the Upper 

Peninsula here in Kalamazoo, and married in 1971.  Our first daughter, Jennifer was born in 1972 and Amber 

our second was born in 1974.  Jennifer is mentally impaired and lives in adult foster care, and Amber lives and 

works in Chicago.  (If you are ever at the corner on Sheridan and Lake Shore drive in Chicago, beep your horn 

and say “hi” to Amber who lives on the 26th floor of the white building.) 

Upjohn hired me part time in 1968 and then full time in 1971.  I missed my first day of work when Jennifer was 

born at 5am and I fell asleep in our apartment chair.  They forgave me and hence my career began.  I worked in 

all facets of the main pharmaceutical building.  The most challenging was the 6 years managing production of 

MOTRIN 24 hours a day, seven days a week for a couple of years.  We made over 2.4 billion tablets in one year.  

I retired after 31 years in 2002 and I have consulted all over for 12.5 years after that. 

I returned to God after a 43 year absence, and I did not feel comfortable with the church I was attending.  In 

the mean time I met a wonderful person whose strong faith in God brought me to Prairie Edge.  I felt welcome 

from the very beginning and look forward to the challenge of getting to know all of you and God’s Word in the 

Bible.” 

Thanks for sharing your story, Bill!  We are glad to have you here and we look forward to getting to know you 
better and working and serving with you, too! 
 

SEDER DINNER:  Sign-ups for our annual Seder Dinner continue today. The sign-up sheet will be 

available on the Information Table outside the Activity Center until March 25. The dinner will be 

held this year on Thursday, March 29, beginning at 6:30 pm. All ages are welcome to attend! See 

Jason or Stephanie Slingerland with any questions. 

 
Welcome to Bill Steger! 
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Silent & 

Live Auction 

Mark your calendars! The High   

School Haiti Mission Team, in 

partnership with Children of the     

Promise, is holding an auction 

on   April 28 at 7pm to raise 

funds  for our mission trip to Hai-

ti! 

This is going to be a fun event  

filled with great people, dessert 

and opportunities to walk        

away knowing your bids have   

an eternal impact for the        

Kingdom of God. 

If you have items you could     

donate, please fill out a donation 

form on the information table.  

Acceptable items include but   

not limited to things like gift    

cards, vacation getaways, lake  

house rentals, sporting event    

tickets, gift baskets, etc. Please 

contact Sarah Fillar or Debbie   

VanDerWoude for questions. 

April 28 

7PM 



Hypotheticals and Eternity ropes 
By Josh Pressley 

Let’s go down the road of hypotheticals for a     second. Tomorrow the world is going to end and we know it is going to 

happen. Everything you have come to know and enjoy will no longer be. Your house will be gone. Your cars will be no 

more. Coffee will cease to exist, leaving us hoping that God has a plan for that in heaven. No more money, shopping 

malls, restaurants, sports teams, and even the people around you will be no more.   Nothing is left of the place we call 

home. How do we prepare for an event like this? It’s pointless to stock up on anything because it will inevitably   disap-

pear in the morning. So instead of wasting our day in panic, we take a seat and look over where we’ve been and what 

we’ve done with our lives thus far.  

 

We analyze our every decision and milestone. We look at the high points in our lives such as professing our faith, taking 

our spouses hand in marriage, graduating college, running a successful business, having kids and raising them, watching 

them get married and have kids. Then we think about our low points. Getting bullied in grade school, watching a parent 

suffer through cancer, going through some tough years with our spouse, attending the funeral of a loved one. As we 

look back we see the good, the bad and the ugly.  And finally we think about what we’ve done with what God has given 

us. This is a hard one to face because we all can say that there has been times when we’ve been good stewards of what 

God has given us and other times we try to ignore the reality because it leads to disappointment. We think to our-

selves, “If only I had been less selfish with my belongings and been more hospitable,” or “If only I would have given 

that person the time of day rather than blowing them off.”  

 

This hypothetical may not be too far from our reality. The similarity is that we can look back on our life and analyze the 

same things, but unlike the hypothetical situation, we have a tomorrow to look forward to and we can choose to live 

differently. My fear in life is that I will arrive at the end of it without anything to show for what God has given me. It’s 

not that I want to leave a legacy of how great I was, but I want to arrive at heavens gate and hear the words “well done 

good and faithful servant.” For us that means making kingdom investments. For me these investments include being a 

loving and faithful husband and father, providing spiritual leadership to middle schoolers and high schoolers, or using 

my privilege to help those who are in need.  

 

I’m pretty sure that at the end of my live I am going to say “dang that was fast!” And I’ll be right. Life is a  flash. It’s here 

one moment and gone the next. Pastor in California, Francis Chan gives us a visual of what this looks like. He takes a 

100 foot rope and stretches it across the room. He says “Imagine this rope represents  eternity with no beginning and 

no end. Now take a look at this 1/2 inch piece of red tape. This tape is your life. This red tape represents that we are 

living on earth for a very short amount of time. What are we going to do with that life?” When we get to the end of our 

lives we should say “dang that was fast.” And that’s not because we wasted it, but because we spent our lives fulfilling 

our call to live for Jesus. 

 

 

 



Upcoming Events 
High School Youth Group  

Is where we eat, worship, teach, listen and play. A leader may tell a sto-
ry, a student may sing a song. There will always be food. We will proba-
bly play some kind of crazy game and listen to some music. The whole 

night is meant to be about students, Leaders, and Jesus meeting in com-
munity. Students are always welcome to bring friends.   

6:30p - 8:30p 

Mar. 4 | Mar. 11 | Mar. 18 

Middle School Youth Group  
Happens on Wednesday nights - and are HIGH ENERGY, fun, connecting 
nights where we play, eat snacks, worship, teach, listen, share stories, 

and have small groups. 

6p-8p 

Mar. 7 | Mar. 21 

Mission trip service auction 
Our next Big fundraiser is a live auction where you can bid on goods and 

services provided by the general public! There are going to be some really 
great items up for bid and you do not want to miss out!  All proceeds 

from the auction help support the Haiti mission team and COTP.  

See page 9 for more information! 

7 PM April 28, 2018 @ Prairie Edge Church 

Middle School Conference 
The middle school Believe conference takes place on April 20-21 at the 
DeVos Fieldhouse on Hope’s campus, where our middle schoolers will 

worship alongside thousands of other students their age. It’s literally an 
experience they’ll get nowhere else. Details on cost and lodging will be 

distributed via email and church mailbox. 

April 20-21 2018 @ Prairie Edge Church 



Outreach Outlook 
March 2018                               By Amy VanderKamp             prairieedgeoutreach@gmail.com 

Encourage One Another 

“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting to-

gether, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another...” Hebrews 10:24-25 

Everyone needs to be encouraged at some point in their lives. They need to have someone who is willing to spur them 

on. That person was my mother when I was growing up. There were so many times I wanted to give up on something, 

but she was there encouraging me to keep going and to do my best. A great example of this is when I went to college. 

As a child, I never liked school. I would do anything to get out of going. Most days I went grudgingly. I would rather be 

home. Academically, school was easy for my siblings, but not for me. It was harder for me and took me longer to do the 

homework. My mother was always encouraging me and helping the best she could. We spent hours together going 

over my spelling words, working on projects, and studying for tests. If it wasn't for her encouragement, I would have 

quit school and not gone to college. 
 

I really liked college, there were times I wanted to quit, but my mom was there encouraging me to keep going. I didn't 

declare a major until my Sophomore year. I had no idea what I wanted to do, but God knew. He had a plan for me... I 

remembering telling my parents that I had decided to become a teacher. I thought they might think that I was crazy, 

especially since I never liked going to school as a child. But my mom said, “ You're going to be a great teacher.” She saw 

something in me that I did not see at the time. She continued to encourage me through out my college career. My Jun-

ior and Senior years of college I made it on the Dean's List and graduated with a BA in Elementary Education. I love 

teaching and know that this is God's plan for me. If it wasn't for my mother's encouraging words, I would not be where 

I am today. 
 

Everyone needs to be encouraged. It doesn't need to be earth shattering or dramatic. It can be as easy as a smile or 

hug. A compliment or kind word. Send a card or call someone on the phone. Offer to take someone out for coffee or 

bring them a meal. Whatever we do let's “spur one another on toward love and good deeds...let us encourage one an-

other.” Who are you going to encourage today? 

The Women’s Event 
 

The Women's Event is scheduled for 

Friday, March 16 @ 7:00 pm. Our 

theme this year is “Cake, Coffee, & 

Comedy”. Christian comedian, Ms. Gee, will be our 

entertainment for the evening. It's going to be a fun

-filled night of fellowship and laughter. You won't 

want to miss it! Ladies high school age and older 

are welcome to attend. We want to encourage you 

to invite family, friends, or co-workers to this FREE 

event. If you're able to come, please sign up on the 

sheet by the Information table. 

Men’s Wild Game Dinner 

The Men's Wild Game Dinner is scheduled for 

Thursday, April 19. We have the speaker con-

firmed for the night, he is the author of the book, 

“Wildlife 911”. We're still working out the other 

details. So, stay tuned, more information will be 

coming the closer we get to this event. For now, 

mark the date on your calendars and start thinking 

about who you can invite to this FREE event. 


