
 

“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall lack nothing.  He makes me lie down in green pastures,  

he leads me besides quiet waters, he restores my soul.  

He guides me along paths of righteousness.” 

Psalm 23: 1-3   

 

This verse came up in my devotional this week. I find great comfort in this verse because I am see-

ing this verse in action at Prairie Edge.  Since the last Prairie Edger we: 

   welcomed Isaac into the role of youth director 

 saw our reflection from the renewal lab report about where we are, as a 

church.  (we now must figure out how to grow individually and as a body of 

believers)  

 formed a search committee to search for our new senior pastor.  Those mem-

bers are: Lee Veltkamp, John Slenk, Phil Eshuis, Scott Olson, Wendy Robbert, 

Katie Wassink, Kara VanderKamp, and Kevin Vlietstra. 

  continued to interview candidates for interim pastor 

The Lord is our shepherd. We, as council members, are praying for God’s leading and are feeling 

God’s leading along still waters.  Our prayer has been and will continue to be that God will show us 

His path for our church as we work with the renewal lab, as we search for a senior pastor and as 

we reflect on the many blessings and great staff that we currently have.   

Please continue to be in prayer for and thank the folks on the renewal lab.   

Please also start lifting up the search committee in your thoughts and prayers. 
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“There is one body and one Spirit,” says Paul. There it was again. The Spirit at work illuminating his name 

and lifting it off the pages of my Bible. I quickly grabbed my pen and notebook excited at where he’d take 

me next in his Word. Would it build on where we last left off? Eager to learn more about his desire to be 

present and known at Prairie Edge, I pressed in to his leading. “Speak more, oh Lord,” I say.  

 

On this day he had something new he wanted to share about himself in Ephesians 4:4-6. Here Paul tells us 

instead of concentrating on what divides us, we should remember what unites us: one body, one Spirit. I 

could hear the song building up inside me... 

We are One in The Spirit,  

We are One in The Lord.  

We are One in The Spirit,  

We are One in The Lord.  

And we pray that all unity may one day be restored. 

 

His Spirit revealed that building unity in the body of Christ is one of the Spirit’s most important roles. In 

fact, the Holy Spirit is who initiates and activates the fellowship.  It begged the questions: if God withdrew 

his Holy Spirit from Prairie Edge, would we notice?  And what impact does fellowship with the Holy Spirit 

have on our daily lives? 

 

Whenever the Bible is heard and obeyed, lives are changed (1 Thessalonians 1:5). Paul says it is the Spirit 

and God’s power- not our cleverness, persuasion, [insert pastor, committee or any resource other than 

the Holy Spirit] - that changes people. In other words, it is only through God’s Spirit that anything of 

lasting value is accomplished as, “it is not by force, nor by strength, but by my Spirit, says the 

Lord” (Zechariah 4:6).  

 

If I have learned anything over this time of him pursuing me concerning these things, it is that he greatly 

desires to be present and known at Prairie Edge!  He alone can restore us into healthy, united fellowship 

and out of our spiritual stagnation (Revelation 3:2). And the power and authority to release what the Spirit 

does in this church and in our individual lives already dwells within us, “for God is working in you, giving 

you the desire and the power to do what pleases him” (Philippians 2:13). 

 

Unity does not just happen in the church; we have to work at making a place to belong so that the whole 

body is healthy and growing and full of love (Ephesians 4:16).  So do not quench the Spirit, but give in to 

the Spirit’s promptings (1 Thessalonians 5:19). Be vulnerable. Be authentic. Be joyful. Be available. Share 

your story. Go deep. Encourage those around you to be spiritually awake. And give thanks for everything! 

We are one in the Spirit by Katie Wassink 
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Saturday, September 7, 4-8pm 

Lakeview Park, Portage Road 
 

What to Bring: Dish to Pass  

(any side, salad or dessert) 

What’s provided: paper products, 

drinks, baked beans,  

roasted pork, & rolls 

Come ready to enjoy some great food and fellowship.   

Expect to have a great time, and you will! 

GEMS Update  

by Emily Glerum 

Another season of GEMS begins on Wednesday, 

September 25th at 6:30 pm! 

Girls in grades 3-8 are welcome to come for a 

time of fun, fellowship and furthering their rela-

tionship with God.   

We are blessed to have an amazing mix of ten-

ured and new counselors this year.  Teresa For-

ton, Emily Glerum,  Karly VanderMolen, Heather 

VanDyke and Katelyn Vlietstra will lead discus-

sions and activities based on the truth that we 

are LOVED.  Our theme verse for the year is 1 

John 3:1a "See what great love the Father has 

lavished on us, that we should be called chil-

dren of God! And that is what we are!" 

Cadets Update by Kevin Vlietstra 

Cadets 2019-2020 Theme:  
Hi God, It's Me 

 

“Then you will call on me and come and pray  
and I will listen to you.”  

Jeremiah 29:12 
 

Cadets meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays, October through 

March, for boys in 3rd through 8th grade. Cadets is where we 

help boys grow more Christ-like in all aspects of life.  

 

The cadet meeting starts with time in the gym playing a game. 

We then move to the Cadet room for announcements. We 

proceed to recite our Cadet Landmarks, Cadet Motto, Cadet 

pledge, Cadet verse, Cadet code, take prayer request, pray 

and then sing the first verse of Living For Jesus. We then have 

a Bible lesson usually connected to our theme.  

 

We start out the year building derby cars so they can be raced 

at our Christmas party in December. We also try to do a ser-

vice project in the fall by raking leaves for 

people who can use assistance.  

 

Please pray that the boys will be encour-

aged to spend time in prayer as part of Liv-

ing For Jesus. 

 



Potluck and prayer—sponsored by the Renewal Lab Team 

by Sarah Fillar 

Save the Date:  Sunday Sept 22,  5:30pm,  Potluck and Prayer 

The Renewal Lab will be hosting a few potluck events, the first one Potluck and Prayer on Sept 22, will be a time for us 

to fellowship and come together to pray for Prairie Edges Renewal Lab journey, our ministries and our present and 

future church leadership.  The format will be similar to the WE events of a few years back in that it will be inter-

generational and interactive.  We look forward to having a fun time together of fellowship and focused prayer.   

Nursery will be available during the prayer time.  Sign up sheets will be available Sept 8.   

Children’s bibles  by Sarah Fillar 

Have you noticed seeing Children's Bibles in some pews?  As community of faith we have identified the value our chil-

dren in ministry and having Bibles they can read and be fully included in our worship is important.  We are hoping to 

add more Children's Bibles so if you have any extra at home or see any at thrift stores or garage sales please pick 

them up and leave them in a pew.  Our children thank you! 

Kalamazoo Classis Safe Church Team 

will be hosting a presentation by the US Department of Homeland 

Security.  The purpose is to spread awareness to the issue of online 

child exploitation and how to keep children and teens safe online. 

This presentation is for adults only, and is specifically geared toward parents, teachers, youth leaders, any volun-

teers who work with students. 

This Project iGuardian presentation will be held at:  Prairie Edge Church, Tuesday, September 10, 6:30-8pm 

Light refreshments will be served.  This event is free, but an RSVP is preferred to Andrew at: 

yonknation7@outlook.com or  269-501-9749. 

We are just about to begin a new Sunday School sea-

son.  It is exciting to have kids ask about what they will 

be doing in class this year.  They want to know about 

their teachers. They look forward to this year’s Christ-

mas musical.  They want to help ring bells and partici-

pate in worship.   

  It is also exciting to see who God has in mind to be a 

special part of Sunday School this year as the teach-

ers.  As of this writing, we have two classrooms in need 

of teachers this year:  the Kindergarten/First grade 

class and the Fourth/Fifth grade class.  There are usual-

Sunday School by Heather VanDyke 

ly about 4-8 students in each classroom. The materi-

als we use from Faith Alive have great lesson plans 

that you can do as written.  There are also lots of op-

portunities to be creative it that is more your style. 

Finding a partner for teaching also helps a lot since 

you can work together and take turns with teach-

ing.  Please pray about being a part of the lives of the 

children in our church. It is truly a wonderful way to 

get to know the kids and to get to know more about 

the Bible! 

Please contact Heather VanDyke about being a Sun-

day School teacher! 

 



Save the date: 

8th Annual Holiday Bazaar 

Saturday, November 9 

9am-2pm 

Prairie Edge Church  

Activity Center 

Prairie Edge Church Christian Ed Tuition 

Assistance Families are proud to spon-

sor our 8th Annual Holiday Bazaar.   

It will be on Saturday, November 9,  

from 9am – 2pm.   

We have an early-bird special before 

October 1, 2019:  $25 for 6ft table or 

$30 for 8ft table.  

After October 1 the cost will be:  $30 for 

6ft table and $35 for 8ft table.    

If you are interested or 

know of someone who 

sells home-made goods 

or a home-based busi-

ness and would be inter-

ested, vendor contracts 

are on the Information Table down-

stairs.  Any questions, please contact 

Cheryl Yonkers at 269-547-4533 or 

email: pecrcholidaybazaar@gmail.com.  

Sub Sale by Heather VanDyke 

Crisp weather.  School starting.  Cheering 

in the stands.  Sounds like a great time to 

grab a SUB SANDWICH!  The annual Sub 

Sale is here! Please check your mailboxes 

for order forms or pick one up on the in-

formation table. 

Sponsored by: Prairie Edge Church Christian Ed Tuition Assistance Families  

Christian Education Tuition Assistance 

News by Brent Bonnema 

The 2019-2020 school year began just a few short weeks ago. As we 

enter a new school year, we wanted to take a moment to say thank 

you to the congregation for the continued support.  We were over-

whelmed by the generosity and faithful support of the budget, collec-

tions, and fundraisers done throughout the past year.  

Our church supported 34 students and $32,394.62 was disbursed to 

families tuition accounts at school. We will begin our fundraising sea-

son soon with the Sub Sandwich sale in September and other events 

like the Holiday Bazaar, cleaning the WMU gymnasium, garage sale 

and much more. Our committee is made up of Kevin and Kim Vlietstra, 

Scott and Heather VanDyke, and Brent and Candace Bonnema.  

If anyone is interested in learning more about our group and helping 

to reduce the financial burden of Christian Education, please feel free 

to reach out to any of us. Thanks again for all of your support! 

Prairie Edge Christian Education Tuition Assistance 







Fellowship  by Becky Cook 

9316 Oakland Drive Portage, Michigan 49024 
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Well summer is almost over, at least at Prairie Edge 

when coffee fellowship time moves inside that is a sure 

sign summer is coming to an end. So starting this Sun-

day, we will be having coffee fellowship time inside. I 

have been told it is a week early but it’s an executive 

decision on my part.  

I would like to thank all of you who signed up to serve 

and bring in goodies we could not do it without you! A 

big THANK YOU to the VanDyke family, Phil and Trudy 

Eshuis and the K. Vlietstra family who stepped up to 

serve on Sunday morning (sometimes more than once) 

when no one had signed up to serve. I really appreciate 

your willingness to help.  

Coffee fellowship time may be moving inside, but we 

are still in need of people willing to serve coffee and 

lemonade. We would love to see people young and old, 

GEMS or Cadets or youth groups and small groups if 

you can pour liquids into a cup and smile you have all 

the qualifications needed. You also get to meet lots of 

people when you serve coffee and lemonade so grab 

your friends and sign up today.   And if you have the 

urge to make some homemade goodies and bring them 

in we won’t turn them away.  

This summer was relatively quiet for the fellowship 

committee though we did serve a lunch for the family 

of our dear friend Marilyn as she very unexpectedly 

was called home to her Savior, her constant presence 

in the library and her ever present smile and quick wit 

are missed very much. 

We also provided a lunch for the Lanphear family as 

Robert was called home to heaven leaving another 

hole in our hearts and in our family. Words cannot 

express the sorrow we feel and the love we have for 

Marge. 

As you can see, being part of the fellowship com-

mittee can be challenging and sorrowful but we also 

have times of joy as well.    

This week we were able to celebrate with Katie 

Broekema her upcoming wedding to Alex. Thank you 

to all of you who participated in the group gift and to 

all the ladies of all ages who attended. We can be the 

hands and feet of Jesus in so many different ways. 

Thank you to the committee and to those of you who 

are not physically on the committee but are available, 

usually on a very short notice, to provide cakes and 

cookies and help prepare food for our funeral lunches.  

As the sign says “God is good all the time. All the time 

God is good.” What a blessing to be able to show that 

in the simple things of coffee, cookies and gathering 

together as a family in sorrow and in joy. 

 Becky 

P.S. On a personal note I would like to thank all the 

ladies who came out to a bridal tea party with Alicia 

and to those who participated in the group gift, it 

meant a lot to her and me. Thank you for your contin-

ued love and support.  Much love, Becky  


