
“I will remember the deeds of the 

Lord; yes, I will remember your 

miracles of long ago.  I will consid-

er all your works and meditate on 

all your mighty deeds.” Psalm 77: 

11-12  

This is a great reminder that this 

is God’s church and he has a plan 

for us.   The council would like to 

keep everyone informed, as well 

as excited, about the future. 

Our church has been blessed with 

some great sermons, and the Holy 

Spirit has been speaking to our 

church Sunday after Sunday.  We 

have also been introduced to 

many great seminarians. 

As a church body we will welcome 

4 new council members in June, 

and we are excited to see who 

God has chosen for those posi-

tions.    
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On that same note, we also owe a 

huge THANK YOU to the outgoing 

council members.  It has been a 

very busy past couple of years for 

Scott VanderMolen (holding the 

position of clerk last two years), 

Scott Olson (as chairman of the 

deacons the last two years) and 

Mike Stackpole (taking care of our 

Benevolence ministry.)  Thank 

you for your service. 

As a council, our next meetings 

will be to determine what we 

want the job description to look 

like for an interim pastor.  The 

search committee for our senior 

pastor will also be forming.  We 

look forward to hearing more 

about potential youth director 

candidates.  We will continue to 

look for ways to implement new 

ideas for small group ministries.  

We should all be excited and in 

prayer for who God has chosen to 

take over the needed roles in our 

church.   

We would also like to thank the 

folks on the Renewal Lab Team for 

the time and effort they are 

putting into our church to find our 

direction and to help us become 

the church God wants us to be.  

Thank you to the congregation for 

supporting the Sunday night 

events as well as giving your feed-

back.   

Prairie Edge CRC is still so amaz-

ingly blessed with great members 

and a strong faith.  I am humbled 

and inspired by how so many peo-

ple are using their gifts and time 

to glorify God at our church.  This 

summer will just be a new chapter 

in God’s story of our church. 
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Kenadie Paige Daggett 

Kenadie Daggett is graduating from 

8th grade at Kalamazoo Christian Mid-

dle School.  During her middle school 

years she had been involved in Travel 

Softball, and she plays for Great Lakes 

Performance.  She also played basket-

ball and volleyball for the school 

teams.  She was in the 8th grade 

school play and 8th grade Musical. 

Kenadie plans to attend Kalamazoo 

Christian High School in the fall.  Her 

favorite Bible verse is: “I can do all 

things through Christ who strengthens 

me.” Phil. 4: 13. 

The most important lesson she has 

learned so far is “to always be kind 

and respectful to everyone.” 

Annabelle Grace Terpstra 

Annabelle Terpstra is graduating from 

8th grade at Kalamazoo Christian Mid-

dle School.  During her years at middle 

school  Anna was involved with Track, 

Basketball, Soccer, Musicals, and wor-

ship leading at her youth group.  She 

has also been involved with playing 

guitar and piano and singing on the 

Praise Team at church. 

Anna plans to attend Kalamazoo 

Christian High School in the fall.   

Her favorite Bible passage is Psalm 23, 

“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not 

be in want.  He makes me lie down in 

green pastures, he leads me beside 

quiet waters, he restores my soul.  He 

guides me in paths of righteousness 

for his name’s sake.  Even though I 

walk through the valley of the shadow 

of death, I will fear no evil, for  you are 

with me; your rod and your staff, they 

comfort me.  You prepare a table be-

fore me in the presence of my ene-

mies.  You anoint my head with oil, my 

cup over flows.  Surely goodness and 

love will follow me all the days of my 

life, and I will dwell in the house of the 

Lord, forever.” 

Dawson Mark Zuiderveen 

Dawson Zuiderveen is graduating 
from 8th grade at Kalamazoo 
Christian Middle School.  He 
played football and basketball 
during his time there. 

He plans to attend Kalamazoo 
Christian High School in the fall. 

His favorite verse is 2 Timothy 1:7, 

“For God did not give us a spirit of 

timidity, but a spirit of power, of 

love and of self-discipline.” 

Each June, we celebrate our 

graduates of all levels.  We’re 

proud of all of them, and want to 

share a little bit about their  

stories and plans. 
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Audrey Vermeulen is graduating 

from Portage Central High School.  

During her high school years she 

has been involved in the IB pro-

gram.  She is also a member of the 

National Society of High School 

Scholars.  In her  junior year she 

studied abroad for 2 weeks in 

Spain and this past summer she 

was able to serve on the mission 

team that went to Children of the 

Promise in Haiti.  

She has been a club swimmer for 

the past 9 years, and this year she 

swam for Portage Central’s wom-

en’s swim team where she earned 

All State honors. 

Audrey plans to attend Biola Uni-

versity in LaMirada, California to 

continue her academic studies and 

athletic career.  She has not made 

a decision on her major yet, but is 

leaning towards  Public Relations 

and Communications & Marketing 

and will be minoring in Theological 

and Biblical studies.  She plans to 

study abroad in college in hopes of 

seeing more of the world.  She will 

be competing on Biola’s Swim and 

Dive team on scholarship, com-

peting at the Division 2 level. 

Her favorite Bible verse is: Romans 

10: 9-10, “If you confess with your 

mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe 

in your heart that God raised him 

from the dead, you will be saved.  

For it is with your heart that you 

believe and are justified, and it is 

with your mouth that you confess 

and are saved.” 

The most important lesson she’s 

learned so far is “to not sweat the 

small stuff in life because God has a 

plan; and always wear sunscreen 

when out and about, since I am a 

lifeguard and will be living in South-

ern California in the fall.” 

Audrey Grace Vermeulen 

Noah Andrew Yonkers 

Noah Yonkers is graduating from 
8th grade at Kalamazoo Christian 
Middle School.  He played on the 
basketball team and  the Rocket 
Football team, Westwood Little 
League Baseball, and has been a 
part of the Prairie Edge Middle 
School Youth Group and Cadets. 

He plans to attend Kalamazoo 
Christian High School and to play 
on the Basketball and Baseball 
teams. 

His favorite verse is Isaiah 53: 5, 

“But he was pierced for our trans-

gressions, he was crushed for our 

iniquities; the punishment that 

brought us peace was on him, and 

by his wounds we are healed.” 

The lessons Noah has learned are 

to trust and pray to God when you 

are going through a tough time. 



Hunter James Grinnell 

Hunter Grinnell is graduating from 

Vicksburg High School.  During his high 

school years he participated in Vicks-

burg’s Lacrosse program.  He now 

spends most of his free time working at 

one of his two jobs and enjoying life 

with friends.  He was also a part of the 

Education for Employment Professional 

Health Science his junior and senior 

years. The summer before his junior 

year he traveled to Spain and France 

with other Spanish and French stu-

dents. 

His plans are to attend Kalamazoo Val-

ley Community College and then switch 

to Western Michigan University.  He 

hopes to enter WMU’s Physician’s As-

sistant program. 

His favorite Bible verse is Psalm 37: 23-

24, “If the Lord delights in a man’s way, 

he makes his steps firm; though he 

stumble, he will not fall, for the Lord 

upholds him with his hand.” 

Hunter has learned that “a simple smile 

can brighten anyone’s day.  Be kind to 

one another and laugh as much as pos-

sible!” 

Kaleb Peter Vlietstra 

Kaleb Vlietstra is graduating from 

Kalamazoo Christian High School, 

and his plan is to work for the 

family at K Vlietstra Landscape 

Services. 

His favorite Bible verse is: Colos-

sians 3: 23, “Whatever you do, 

work at it with all your heart, as 

working for the Lord, not for 

men.” 

Cameron James Warner 

Cameron Warner is graduating 

from Mattawan High School.  

During his high school years he 

has been involved in Varsity Ten-

nis and Varsity Golf.  He also 

achieved a black belt in Tae 

Kwando and became an Eagle 

Scout. 

His plan for the future is to 

attend Kalamazoo Valley Com-

munity College for business ad-

ministration, and then go to the 

Michigan State Police Academy 

in Lansing. 

His favorite Bible verse is Luke 6: 

31, “Do to others as you would 

have them do to you.” 

The most important lesson he’s 

learned so far is to “Be ambi-

tious, and don’t give up on 

dreams.” 

We’re so Proud of You! 



Hannah Koopsen has graduated from 

Dordt College with a Bachelor of Arts 

Degree in Business Administration. 

She has recently moved back home to 

Michigan and had begun her job search! 

Hannah says, “Over the four years at 

Dordt, I have learned/grown in knowing 

who I am, and who I do not want to be.  

Starting out as education, but then 

switching to business after the first year.  

I could not be happier with the change.  

Also, making mom and dad happy...one 

of the Koopsen girls had to move back 

home!” 

Hannah’s favorite verse is Jeremiah 29: 

11: “’For I know the plans I have for 

you,’” declares the Lord, “’plans to pros-

per you and not to harm you, plans to 

give you hope and a future.’” 

Hannah Koopsen 

There is an old saying that a picture is worth a thousand words.  Jesus 

used the power of symbols as he frequently taught his followers about 

the kingdom of God by using parables.  These images help our finite hu-

man minds to begin to grasp the sheer wonder of our heavenly Father, 

and they help us to remember Jesus’ teachings.  Following in the foot-

steps of Christ, our Sunday School makes use of symbol cards up through 

5th grade to help children recall the Bible events they are learning.  The 

cards are displayed on the walls for everyone to see each week, like in the 

picture below of the 4th and 5th grade room. 

Try this challenge:  Can you figure out what stories are being symbolized 

in the following pictures?  I’ll give you two hints.  1.  The first two are 

from the Old Testament, following the division of Israel into the Northern 

and Southern Kingdoms.      2.   The second two are from the early minis-

try of Christ.     

 
  

  

  If you can’t figure them out, try asking a child in 4th or 5th grade about 

the first two, and a kindergarten or 1st grader about the second two.  It is 

an amazing experience to hear children retell the stories of the Bible! 

Thank you to the whole church family for your support and encourage-

ment for our children.  One of their favorite events this year was ringing 

the hand bells for Easter Sunday.  It was a joy to have so many children 

involved, with Noah running the music accompaniment, the children who 

were hand bell ringers, and the older kids who helped me put all the bells 

away afterwards!    

Thank you to all of our faithful Sunday School teachers.  This year, we had 

Erin Sich in the preschool classroom (4 year-olds through Young 5’s), Jan 

Janke taught kindergarten and 1st grade, Teresa Forton lead the 2nd and 

3rd graders, and Emily Glerum worked with the 4th and 5th graders.  

Dave Zuiderveen and Andrew Yonkers teach the middle school class for 

6th graders through 8th graders, Brian VanDerWoude has the 9th and 

10th grades, and Pastor Phil was the 11th and 12th grade catechism 

teacher.  All of these men 

and women do a tremen-

dous job of getting to 

know the kids in their 

classes and faithfully 

share the Word of God 

each week.  Thank you so 

much! 

Sunday School by Heather VanDyke 

1 2 3 4 



“Roar!” VBS by Kara VanderKamp 

 

Get ready for the adventure of a lifetime at “Roar!” VBS this June 24-28!  Every day kids 

will learn how even when life is wild, God is good! Each evening will be filled with sing-

ing, snacks, games, exploration, and learning about God. So, mark your calendars and 

invite your friends to what is sure to be the mane event at church this summer! 

 

Also, think about how YOU can be a part of “Roar!”, we can’t put on such an epic event 

without some help. Volunteers are needed for many different roles, so there is sure to be one that is right for you! 

Even if you can come only one evening or only help for part of the night’s fun, we can still use you! If you are unable 

to help we can always use donations and a list of items needed will be posted on the information table. Also, pray for 

VBS this year and that God will be able to use this for HIS glory. 

 

Volunteer forms are on the information table so start thinking about how you can contribute to VBS this year and 

invite your friends to explore God with us this summer! 

 

Volunteer Positions Needed: 

Friday Night BBQ Organizer 

 

Site Helpers 

 

Greeters 

 

Crew leaders for various age groups 

 

We thank you for your continued support of this event. It would be 

impossible to do this without such a wonderful congregation volunteering, donating, and praying for VBS. 

Contact Kara or Amy VanderKamp with any questions you may have. 

 

Now that I have given my little advertisement for VBS, I wanted to speak personally about how important this event 

is to me. Growing up, I have participated in VBS almost every year. I started by attending and next, I began volunteer-

ing. Then two years ago I co-directed VBS and now I am the director. It would be a lie to say that VBS didn’t play an 

important role in my life because it obviously has, from shaping me as a child to allowing me a chance to be an active 

leader in my church. But more importantly VBS didn’t just shape me, it shapes the lives of every single child who 

attends and every volunteer who helps. I have seen this impact first hand two years ago when a kid from the commu-

nity confidently shouted out the answer to a question about Jesus. It was at that moment that I knew the week was a 

success because it had reached that one child and that is all that is needed for VBS to be a success. While we hope to 

reach many children, if we reach just one kid, that makes all the hard work worth it. 

    That being said, it is impossible to reach that one child and many more without your help. We desperately need 



your help to make this event a suc-

cess. I personally invite all of you to 

join us on this journey and to use 

your many gifts and talents to reach 

the lives of these children. Many of 

you have probably already experi-

enced VBS, so we invite you to experi-

ence it again. If you haven’t had the chance to experience this yet, we invite you to join us and step out in faith to min-

ister to these kids. The best part is that prior experience is not required, we will equip you with everything you need to 

have a fun and enjoyable week. My challenge to the congregation is that each of you will find some way to be involved 

in VBS, whether by donating items or volunteering during the week. 

 

    A few weeks ago my mom and I attended a workshop to prepare for VBS and one of the things mentioned is that VBS 

is a way to create unity in a church. It creates unity by providing everyone with a common goal and brings people to-

gether working alongside each other. That is really what I want this to be for our church, a chance for us to grow along-

side each other in faith and in unity. As a church, we are in an “in-between” time and this is a great opportunity for us 

to serve our community while we wait to receive God’s plan for us as a church. My hope and prayer is that all of you 

accept my challenge and become involved with VBS this year.   

 

Lasting Impact of VBS  by Brian VanDerWoude 

June is a month that can start with 

lots of graduation parties and at 

Prairie Edge usually ends with a 

great week of VBS.  Last year, at a 

graduation party these two events 

collided in ways that I did not ex-

pect.  I was looking at the pictures 

and items that the graduate had on 

display about her life and I was sur-

prised to see a picture of her at 

VBS at Prairie Edge.  Not only was 

this picture on display, but she dis-

played the electric guitar cutout 

that she had decorated.  While I 

was looking at the pictures, Siarha 

came up to me and told me how 

the VBS weeks were some of her 

favorite memories from her child-

hood.  Not only because she had 

fun but because her faith was en-

couraged by the friendly, lov-

ing and godly people she met 

from Prairie Edge.  Her par-

ents didn’t regularly attend 

church, but when she could 

drive she started regularly 

going without them.  God 

was at work in her life and 

she wanted to worship.  She 

has since gone on mission 

trips and led VBS activities.  So, 

please pray about who you can in-

vite to VBS this year and how you 

can help make the week of VBS be 

great and have a lasting impact. 

Siarha (center) from 2011 VBS 



Back to God Ministries Says “Thank-You” 

Thank you so much for your support for Back to God Minis-

tries International.  Thanks for partnering with us as we share 

the Gospel around the world. This year we celebrate 80 years 

of ministry—a ministry that began through partnerships with 

churches like yours. Although media technology has changed 

a lot since 1939, our Gospel message remains the same. We 

are still committed to our mission of proclaiming the Gospel, 

discipling people, and strengthening God’s church. 

In Haiti, the country is still undergoing political demonstra-

tions that started in February. Our ministry staff remains safe 

and the mission work continues with Gospel messages broad-

casted via radio. Now they are broadcasting Choosing Good 

Leaders, a radio program and Bible study series produced in 

partnership with the Timothy Leadership Training Institute. 

The program trains Christians on how to choose church lead-

ers and the content is very relevant for the current political 

situation as well. 

In West Africa, we collaborate with Words of Hope (Reformed 

Church in America), who works with minor language groups 

while we work in the French language. We partner with local 

leaders who share the Gospel on local radio stations. This al-

lows local pastors to invite those who hear the message to 

come to their church to learn more about Jesus. 

The work of Back to God Ministries International can be diffi-

cult in the face of violence and government regulations, but 

we continue to share the Good News and pray that the Holy 

Spirit works in the hearts of the people to who hear the mes-

sages. Please pray for our ministry leaders and thank you for 

your support! 

Last June we started our journey with the Calvin Seminary Church Renewal Lab.  We are now at the pivot point moving 

out of the “Listen” phase into the “Imagine” phase.  In the previous Prairie Edger, Sarah recapped the many activities 

we have undertaken during the listening phase.  Believe it or not, listening can be quite active!  We focused on the four 

directions of listening: Above (what God is saying through His Word), Among (what the faith community is saying about 

their gifts and passions), Outside (what our local community and culture needs), and Within (what the Holy Spirit is 

calling us uniquely to do).   

We have one last congregational listening activity, the Reveal survey.  If you haven’t taken it yet, please do so right 

away because it closes June 3rd.  If you have any trouble, let someone on the renewal team know and we will do what-

ever it takes to make your voice heard. 

Presently, the renewal team is busy paging through all our notes and learnings to prepare for a team retreat to consoli-

date our listening to a concrete picture.  That picture will describe what we see as the default future and the God-

preferred future for Prairie Edge to advance the Kingdom within our neighborhood and beyond.  With this retreat, we 

close out the “Listen” phase and head back to Calvin Seminary on June 15th to kick off the “Imagine” phase.  There we 

will learn more about what the next several months hold for us, but what you can expect is that the team, together 

with the congregation, will articulate God’s mission for the world, God’s vision for our church, our values which sup-

port that vision, objectives that flow from the vision, and annual goals to advance the vision. 

It goes without saying that Prairie Edge is in a season of transition and change. We are looking for a senior pastor after 

a 20-year tenure with our prior pastor, a youth director, and considering what changes to make to fulfill God’s call on 

our congregation.  Change can be unsettling, change can be frightening, there is no shame in admitting that.  I think of 

Gideon, when he was called to repel the Midianites, had his army reduced from 32,000 to 300 men so that it would be 

known the victory was not by the strength of Israel but that of the Lord.  As righteous as he was I suspect the prospect 

of being outnumbered 450 to 1 in battle had Gideon afraid.  What mattered was his faithful actions to God’s com-

mands in the face of his fears.  We serve a faithful God who promises to carry his good work on to completion.  Let us 

abide in Him through this season of change as we travel faithfully on the journey to live out our full redemptive poten-

tial in our community. 

Renewal Lab Update by Darren Schaaf 



Is the Spirit moving me or do I need to change my diet? 

That is the question I have been asking myself lately. It 

started back a few months when I was moved to ask for 

cards for Robbert and Marge. Many may not know me, 

but volunteering to speak in front of you all is not high on 

my list of things to do. But as I sat in the pew that Sunday 

I felt something in me.  I pushed it down knowing I hadn’t 

eaten anything that day. “It must be hunger pains,” I 

thought. The service continued and the songs that we 

sang and the words of the scripture continued to nudge 

me. “Maybe it’s low blood sugar?”  Finally, I couldn’t take 

it any longer my legs moved on their own I had to act. 

You know the rest of that story. 

Still I just didn’t get it. I continued to have little things 

nudge me. “I should call this person to see how they are 

doing or send a card to that person to let them know they 

are on my mind.” I didn’t. “I must be dehydrated.  I’ll 

drink more water.” I thought. So many times over the 

next months I was nudged.  So many times I found some 

other reason for that feeling, usually diet. Too much sug-

ar, not enough water, too much caffeine, not enough veg-

gies…it goes on.  

Then the time came closer for the Koks departure and I 

hadn’t heard about any departing meal together. As you 

probably figured out food is often on my mind. So with 

the title of fellowship leader pushing me along I asked the 

question “Are we going to have a potluck or something? 

We can’t just let 20 years go by without at least a last 

supper.” So it happened, I volunteered to do the main 

course for a farewell potluck. Within 10 minutes I was a 

committee of 3 people, by nothing I had done.  By Tues-

day it was now a committee of 4; still I hadn’t said a 

word. I believed I was in way over my head but really I 

just needed to let go and let God do his thing. That was-

n’t easy. Then they, Sally, Linda and Ken decided I should 

MC the day. WHAT?! How long have these people 

known me? My heart beat double time for 2 weeks “I 

need to cut out caffeine” I thought. Then it hit me, I 

need to pray! So I asked God to give me the words and 

He did. I just wrote them down. I went over it and over it 

still I was afraid, unsure and conflicted. So that Sunday 

morning I prayed again “you gave me the words now 

help me say them.” 

As many of you know the words given to me mirrored 

Pastor Phil’s words rather well and the rest is now histo-

ry. Many people said I did very good, but I neglected to 

give credit where it was due. It was all the Holy Spirit 

nudging me, prompting me and leading me; it wasn’t too 

much caffeine or sugar, dehydration or lack of fiber. 

Is the Spirit moving you? If you feel a nudge (and you’re 

not constipated) I’m sure your diet is fine. Just stop and 

listen.  Then do what you are led to do.  Not only will you 

be blessed, chances are you will also be a blessing!  

Is the Spirit Moving? by Becky Cook 

Fellowship by Becky Cook 

Not much has changed since the last article, we still have room for more members! You can never have too many 

heads to bounce ideas around with or too many hands in the kitchen. We still want to know if you will be turning 90 or 

95 this year or will be celebrating 60+ years of marriage. These are important milestones we really want to share with 

you, so don’t be shy about it! Let me know so we can share in these amazing moments.  

I might add that I don’t always hear all the good news either like, “are you getting married? or having your first child 

soon?” We want to know and celebrate with you at a shower in your honor. I really don’t want to leave anyone out so 

give me a call or put a note in my mailbox (T Cook).  

Summer coffee time is upon us and that means it is outside (weather permitting). We still need people willing to serve 

refreshments and others willing to bring in goodies. Sign up today before all the good days are gone! 



ABORTION-ABORTION-ABORTION  by Sally Kuipers 

If it seems like you are hearing, reading and seeing more about abortion everywhere lately, it is because you are.  Why is 

there this focus on abortion now? 

Since New York’s legislature cheered legislation endorsing abortion-on-demand until the day of birth and the governor of 

Virginia in discussing what would happen if a child was born after a failed attempt at abortion, said, “the infant would be 

resuscitated if that’s what the mother and the family desired, and then a discussion would ensue between the physicians 

and the mother”, many people who considered themselves prolife but didn’t commit themselves to regular efforts to end 

abortion have suddenly been awakened, angered, and activated.  

Also, with the replacement of pro-abortion U.S Supreme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy, Roe v. Wade faces its first real seri-

ous challenge in a generation. What would happen if Roe v. Wade was overturned by the Supreme Court?   The decisions 

concerning abortion would be returned to the states. Ultimately the states and voters are put back in the driver’s seat re-

garding abortion policy.  Any changes to the status quo of abortion-on-demand through all nine months of pregnancy would 

depend on us.  Where do we stand?   

Currently in Michigan, a bill is working its way through the legislature that would ban dismemberment abortions.  These are 

done when the unborn baby is too large for a suction abortion. (A short video is provided at rtl.org that helps us to truly un-

derstand this procedure.)  Please take a moment to watch this to see the urgency of the passage of this legislation.  Gover-

nor Whitmer has said she will veto this bill and when she does, the organization Right to Life of Michigan will likely initiate a 

Citizens Petition Drive.  When enough signatures are collected and certified and the Michigan House and Senate approve 

the legislation it becomes law without the governor’s signature.  This effort is very time and volunteer intensive, has been 

used in the past successfully and will be necessary to protect babies from being dismembered in the womb in Michigan. 

 Each human being is created in the image of God and with every successful abortion one person dies, one created in the 

image of God.  Our church wants to reach into the community around us to impact the world for Christ and we are now pro-

vided this opportunity to join in all the talk about abortion from our Christian worldview.  Please use this opportunity to fo-

cus your efforts on informing your family, friends, neighbors, coworkers and others about the violence of dismemberment 

abortion.  

Review what Dismemberment Abortion is-rtl.org; Be aware of the Citizens Petition Drive; Find your spot to reach out. If you 

have questions or concerns please send me an e-mail, svkuipers@comcast.net.   (excerpts from rtl.org)  

Fellowship Sundays  by Sarah Fillar 

Have you practiced any of the ABC's of Hospitality lately?  Do you remember what they are....Awareness, Boldness, 

Conversation, Develop Friendship, Enfold into Faith/Faith Family.  If you are anything like me and a natural introvert, 

going out of your comfort zone to approach someone you don't know is very difficult.  Even after being a member at 

Prairie Edge for 5 years and knowing quite a few people some Sundays I want to run for the front doors after the ser-

vice but make myself (and my introvert husband) go downstairs for fellowship coffee when it can still be very awk-

ward at times.  I imagine being a member for 20, 30, or 40 plus years it is easy to stick with people you know and feel 

comfortable with verses approaching a visitor or someone you have never met.  Fellowship Sundays are a great op-

portunity to get out of our comfort zone and practice the ABC's of Hospitality with visitors and other members you 

may not know.  Sign-ups are on the info table now to host or attend a Fellowship Sunday the second Sundays of June, 

July and August.  Outdoor coffee fellowship after the service will not be held these Sundays to encourage member 

participation.  If you have any questions please see me. 

mailto:svkuipers@comcast.net


A Love Letter to Prairie Edge by Dan Terpstra 

Dear Congregation. 

   Let me start by saying, I love this church. Prairie Edge has been my church home for almost 45 years, so the emotional 

attachment should come as no surprise. I was married here. My daughter was baptized here. Some of my closest 

friends are people I have met here, either in small group, serving with them on committees, or playing along side them 

in praise team. And while I can look back at my past here with fond memories, I am more focused on the health of our 

church in the present, and certainly the future. 

   A lot has transpired in the past several months, almost all of which was met with mixed emotions. We shouldn’t be 

surprised that not everyone views the worship experience, or even the membership experience at any church the same 

as everyone else. Nothing shed light on this reality quite like the listening sessions, and the subsequent report thereon. 

I, for one, was not surprised with the varied level of satisfaction with most of the topics discussed. I was, however, sur-

prised that the highest level of concern was with fellowship. This told me that if we share different opinions about a 

given subject, we are unwilling to try to see it from another person’s point of view, or even simply “agree to disagree.” 

This type of polarization is unhealthy both personally, and corporately. 

   We need to accept that opinions (even our own) are just that, only opinions. They are neither fact nor fallacy. They 

are simply an interpretation based on personal experience and perspective. We need to accept that not everything is 

black and white; gray can be beautiful! We need to come to worship with the correct mind-set and heart-set, cast aside 

personal agendas, and work through differences to achieve our common goal: to praise and worship the One True God, 

and advance His Kingdom here on earth. 

   You may be saying to yourself, “that sounds great, but there’s a couple of people here I just don’t like.” That’s under-

standable. In a group of 200+ people, even in church, there’s a good chance we won’t be friends with everyone, regard-

less of how hard we may try. As Christians, we’re not actually commanded to like one another. The command is that 

we LOVE one another. 

   Now you’re asking yourself, “how am I supposed to love someone if I don’t even like him/her?” Having gone through 

divorce, I can tell you, it’s not as strange as it may sound. Liking someone is a response to HOW they are, while loving 

someone is a response to WHO they are. WHO are we? We’re all children of God, brothers and sisters in Christ. Creat-

ed in His image, and dearly loved by Him. And if we’re somehow worthy of God’s love, we are most certainly worthy to 

be loved by one another! 

   This is the love expressed in 1 Corinthians 13. Although this passage is read at weddings (mine included) it’s not actu-

ally referring to romantic love. This is the love that wants what’s best for another, even at the expense of what we 

think is best for us. This is the love that continually forgives, regardless of the transgression, or the transgressor.   

   So rather than judging someone for what we think they may be guilty of doing or saying, instead, look inward to how 

we can be better. Take to heart the words of the apostle Paul in his first letter to Timothy where he says: “Here is a 

trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners – of whom I am the 

worst.” 

   Imagine that level of humility and introspection coursing through the veins of every person at Prairie Edge. Amazing 

things would certainly happen. Clearly this is unattainable in and of ourselves, but we know that with God, all things 

are possible.  Personally, I’m looking forward to seeing what God has planned for my next 45 years here at “the church 

with the pond in front.” It’s my hope that you share my optimism. 

“And now these three remain: faith, hope, and love. But the greatest of these is love.” 



Last One Standing by Trudy Eshuis 
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For Mother’s Day my daughter bought me a name 

plate for my office door.  I’ve never had one, and when 

she recently got a new one for her new office (at her 

church) I moaned a tiny bit, and therefore, my gift. 

She joked with me that instead of “secretary” beneath 

my name, she considered putting, “Last One Standing.”  

Some days, that feels pretty appropriate, when I’m 

here by myself and all is quiet.  When the empty offices 

near me loom large.  Those days I turn up the music 

and sing loudly along, since there’s no one to hear me.  

It sometimes feels like I am the only one who is think-

ing about next Sunday on Tuesday morning. 

But I have to admit that most days, I don’t feel like that 

at all.  Pastor Bill is just across the hall.  He lets me bug 

him from time to time. I get free concerts from the or-

ganists every week.   I get lots of visitors in a week’s 

time.  I get visits from Dan to go over praise team mu-

sic and worship plans.  Sometimes I beg a deacon to 

pop in to sign checks.  And now and then, Wil stops by 

to assist me with my lack of accounting skills.   The ex-

ercise class is in the Activity Center 2 days a week 

bouncing around to their music; and sometimes the 

decorating committee descends on me with my beauti-

ful grandchildren in tow. It’s very clear that I’m really 

NOT the last one standing AT ALL!  There’s still a lot 

going on. 

Over the last few months I’ve had many people say to 

me, “Things are sure going to be different around here 

without a pastor!”  It’s true.  They are different.  But 

different doesn’t have to mean difficult.  It doesn’t 

have to mean sad.  It doesn’t have to mean things are 

so different that we feel like giving up! 

It feels different, yes.  There are new things we all have 

to get used to.  There are jobs that need to be done 

that we have to step up for.   And if you take the time 

to look around, you’ll see that people are stepping up 

to do the work.  I would ask that we all try really hard 

to look for the good that people are doing, and be 

sure to thank them for it.   

Our Council members work faithfully every week to 

keep things running smoothly.  Most of you don’t get 

to see that on a regular basis.  I do see that, and so I 

want to make sure they feel supported and prayed for 

by the congregation.   

The Praise Team is meeting weekly to prepare for our 

worship services.  The organists continue to practice in 

preparation for the same.  Our children’s ministries 

continue their important mission. The people who 

schedule our nursery workers and greeters and coffee 

servers all continue to do the work they did before, 

and to do it unselfishly for the honor of God and in 

service to their brothers and sisters in Christ.  

The work God has given us is the same as before.  

Ephesians 4 says: “I urge you to live a life worthy of the 

calling you have received.  Be completely humble and 

gently; be patient, bearing with one another in love.  

Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 

through the bond of peace.  There is one body and one 

Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you 

were called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God 

and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in 

all.”   

Last one standing?  Not even close.  Last 300+ stand-

ing!  We’re in this together as the family of God and 

our mission is clear.  Let’s continue to fight the good 

fight and bring honor to God and His peace to our 

church community and our greater community. 

Missionary Visits This Summer 

This summer we will be blessed with visits from 4 of our 

six missionaries!  Get ready to welcome them soon: 

June 16 AM: Tyler & Emily Robbert 

June 23 PM & July 7 AM: Eric & Penny Schering 

July 14 PM: Larry Nieboer 

July 21 AM: Michael & Kim Essenburg 


